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We have been reading the book 
The Boy Who Grew Dragons in 
our literacy lessons and have 
taken part in lots of writing 
based on dragons and castles. 
We described our own dragon, 
wrote instructions about how 
to make dragon food and took a 
tour around a 3D castle on our 
iPad. We found a strange dragon 
fruit outside the classroom 
which exploded everywhere 
and a dragon came out! We 
have learnt lots about parts of 
a castle, the Sword in the Stone 
and we have recently been 
writing stories about Edgar the 
Excitable Dragon from the John 
Lewis Christmas advert. 

We have been working hard 
on place value, addition and 
subtraction this term. We 
have taken part in lots of fun 

Big Maths lessons using our 
iPads and have been working 
really hard to master column 
addition and subtraction of 
three-digit numbers. We have 
been practising our 2, 3, 5, 
10 and 11times tables and 
have just started learning 
our 4 times tables. We have 
all been working to get our 
first certificates for using TT 
rockstars.

This term’s topic was all about 
castles and dragons. We had 
lots of fun learning about the 
different parts of the castle and 
did lots of work on dragons in 
our literacy lessons. We learnt 
about the Anglo Saxons in 
history lessons and even took a 
trip to Norwich Castle to learn 
more about them. When we 
were there, we got to make our 
own Saxon Brooches and learnt 
lots about different artefacts 
and bones that have been 
found from Saxon times. 

We learnt about cities, counties 
and countries in the UK in 

Geography lessons and even 
used an interactive map on our 
iPad to locate different castles. 

As part of our art and design 
activities, we made our 
own clay dragon eyes which 
were based on our dragon 
descriptions we wrote in 
literacy. We also had a visit from 
Kev who taught us all how to 
make a comic and how to draw 
the characters.  

We have been learning about 
the Christmas story in RE 
lessons and have covered 
forces, magnets and rocks 
in science. Our favourite 
experiment this term was 
making different types of rocks 
from chocolate. 

We’ve had lots of fun event 
days this term including Roald 
Dahl Day, Children in Need 
and Elf Day. We all dressed up, 
raised lots of money for charity 
and learnt lots!

HJS MAGAZINE

YEAR 3 - 
D A H L



HJS MAGAZINE



Twiggle class have had a 
brilliant first term at Howard 
Junior School. They have 
settled in really well to the 
school and have enjoyed 
working in their new 
classroom and receiving their 
own iPads!

Literacy
This term we have been using 
our topic of castles to help 
us with our writing. We have 
looked at describing settings 
such as castles, describing 
characters including dragons 
and Excitable Edgar. We 
have also worked on writing 
recounts and writing 
instructions. We have been 
working on our reading 

comprehension by reading a 
range of texts and answering 
questions on it.  Targets for 
the class for next term are 
to continue to practise your 
spellings to make sure you 
are getting 10/10 each week!

Maths 
This term in maths, we have 
been focusing on place value 
and knowing the value of 
each number and crossing 
boundaries by adding and 
subtracting 1, 10 and 100. We 
have learnt about addition 
and subtraction and have 
learnt the column methods to 
help us to work out addition 
and subtraction problems.  
Targets for next term are to 
keep practising your 2, 5, 10, 
11, 3, 4 and 8 times tables. 

Topic 
Our topic this term has been 
castles, we have looked at 
the book ‘The boy who grew 

dragons’ and have designed 
our own dragon eyes and 
then made them out of clay. 
We have also learnt about 
the different parts of the 
castle and why  they needed 
them. We have looked at 
castles around the UK and 
which counties they are in. 
We have also been learning 
about Anglo Saxons. We 
have learnt about when they 
lived, their houses, what 
they ate and their soldiers. 
We even went to Norwich 
Castle where we spent the 
day looking at Anglo Saxon 
artefacts, making brooches, 
learning Anglo Saxon stories 
and learnt about Anglo 
Saxon burials! We even got 
to see an actual Anglo Saxon 
skeleton!

Have a wonderful Christmas, 
Twiggle Class!
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It seems like we were just 
starting in Year 4 only last 
week – yet here we are, 
nearly a third of the way 
through! We’ve had a jam-
packed term learning all 
there is to know about 
Pirates! Not only have we 
performed a pirate-tastic 
assembly, we have also learnt 
so much about Pirates too. 
We had an amazing day at 
Great Yarmouth – where 
we helped our pirate friend 
avoid capture from Private 
Smythe! We’ve been reading 
Peter Pan too, which gave us 
some great ideas for some 
creative writing – Peter Pan 
even came to visit us and left 
us a magical note to plan an 

adventure for him and the 
Lost Boys! It was brilliant! 

Throughout this term, we’ve 
also used our topic of Pirates 
for our topic and Dance 
lessons. We have grown so 
much in skill and confidence 
and have been able to create 
different pirate dances and 
battles. In our other PE 
lessons we have been taught 
Rugby, Football and Tennis 
by the wonderful KLCF and 
Mr Bird. In topic lessons, we 
have learnt about famous 
pirates from the past, been 
taught how to read Maps, 
as well as learning all about 
Christianity. 

Miss Sugden has been 
impressed with how we are 
progressing with our Times 
Tables, and our mind-sets at 
wanting to all become Rock 
Heroes! We practice every 
day, and are committed 

to improving our times. 
In Maths we have been 
learning about multiplying 
and dividing numbers by 10, 
100 and 1000, and improving 
our column methods of 
addition, subtraction and 
multiplication. We are 
progressing well with our 
arithmetic skills each week 
too. 

I hope everyone has a 
peaceful and memorable 
Christmas with their families; 
and enjoy your time together. 
Don’t forget to make time 
to read and practice your 
spellings and times tables 
over the holidays. 
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During this term in Literacy 
we have been using our topic 
about pirates to help with our 
writing. We have written a 
set of instructions for pirates 
to help them find treasure. 
We have also written pirate 
diary entries as well as writing 
about a day in the life of a 
pirate.

During the second part of this 
term, we have been reading 
the book of Peter Pan. We 
have used this book to create 
postcards to send home from 
Neverland as well as writing 
reports about the Darling 
family.

In maths, we have been 

focusing a lot on our 
arithmetic skills. This means 
we have been focusing on 
addition and subtraction 
work. We have added and 
subtracted four digit numbers 
using column addition and 
subtraction. We have been 
looking at multiplication and 
division as well, in particular 
the six, seven and nine times 
tables to help us become 
fluent with our times tables 
ready for our Government 
test next June!

This term our topic was 
pirates. We have had lots 
of interesting lessons and 
events in relation to our 
topic. We have created 
our own treasure maps 
for pirates to use to find 
treasure. We have had lots 
of fun learning pirate lingo 
and understanding what 
the phrases mean. We had 
lots of fun practising and 

performing our class assembly 
about pirates! We also went 
to the Time and Tide Museum 
in Great Yarmouth to learn 
lots about Pirates. We learned 
about different parts of the 
ship and different jobs they 
have to do on-board. We 
tasted lots of different pirate 
foods. Some of them were 
disgusting! We have also 
looked at lots of different 
famous pirates as well.

Targets for next term: 

•To read every day
 and understand what the text 
is about.

•To practise our times tables.

•Keep working hard in every 
lesson!
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Phew what a busy term 
we have been having! 
We’ve had Roald Dahl day, 
children in need, author 
visits, school trips, it’s only 
just left enough time for 
lessons. In 5P we have had 
a busy Autumn term. Our 
learning has been based 
around our ‘Around the 
World’ topic. As part of this 
we visited the excellent 
Time and Tide Museum in 
Great Yarmouth to learn 
how to be 19th century 
explorers.

We have based much of our 
writing in English on this. 
Our Non-fiction work based 
on Locations from across 

the globe, biographies 
of explorers and diary 
writing. Our Fiction work 
has been about exploring 
the world, which linked 
brilliantly with the visit of 
the excellent Vashti Hardy 
and her Brightstorm books. 
In grammar we have been 
working hard to increase 
the effectiveness of our 
written work, by adding to 
its levels of content and 
complexity.

Maths has been following 
the school curriculum and 
we have looked at place 
value, multiplication and 
division, worded reasoning 
problems, square and 
cubed numbers, area , 
perimeter and aspects of 
shape.

Science has been based on 

the concepts of ‘Humans 
and other Animals’. Looking 
at the different stages in 
lifecycles and how animals 
change across their 
lifespan.

Computing and technology 
is woven throughout our 
learning, using the iPad as a 
tool to support our learning 
in almost every lesson, as 
well as specialized sessions 
in coding, creating artwork 
and Mr McCowen’s ‘Spark 
Lab’ sessions. We have 
also linked this to our topic 
and Geography by learning 
how to run our own virtual 
‘Howard City’.

A big thank you to all of our 
children who have worked 
so hard, especially on our 
Rugby around the World 
assembly.
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This term has been 
another fun filled term in 
Inspire Too. The highlight 
of our term was a trip to 
LEGOLAND with a VIP tour 
and free entry to rides 
around the park. This of 
course was the result of 
one of our students being 
in contact with Robbie 
Williams and having his 
Lego work noticed by the 
Pop star himself and then 
LEGOLAND as well.

Our topic work this term 
has revolved around the 
digital Howard City. The 
children have had to take 
on a variety of different 

roles around the city and 
had to campaign to be 
made town council. They 
also had to make a number 
of key decisions around 
the running of the city 
including how to balance 
trade and where to build 
new houses and business 
developments.

In Literacy the children 
have been writing 
biographies and were 
inspired by the visit of 
world-famous author 
Vashti Hardy to school. 
They were really engaged 
during her writing 
workshops and were keen 
to make story maps and 
write their own narratives. 
This of course, was on the 
same day as Children in 
Need and I was very proud 
to see the effort that all of 

the children put into raising 
a lot of money for other 
children and people.

That wasn’t the only 
fundraising that Inspire Too 
class members took part in 
this term though. One of 
our students was featured 
on KLFM for her work with 
the teenage Cancer Trust 
and held her own bingo 
night raising well over £700 
for the cause!

All in all this has been 
a fun and exciting term 
and as we hurtle towards 
Christmas I’d like to take 
this opportunity to wish 
you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
from the children and 
staff of the Inspire Too 
classroom.

HJS MAGAZINE

YEAR 5 - 
INSPIRE TOO



HJS MAGAZINE



This term in Cowell Class 
as part of our topic, we 
have been learning all 
about world leaders 
throughout history. We 
started off by learning 
about William the 
Conqueror and the Battle 
of Hastings. Next we 
moved onto learning all 
about the Tudors and 
Henry VIII. We found 
out about the terrible 
fates that his six wives 
faced. As part of this 
learning, the children 
enjoyed their visit to the 
Tower of London where 

Anne Boleyn, Henry 
VIII’s  second wife, was 
kept prisoner. Some of 
the highlights of the 
trip included seeing 
Traitor’s Gate, which 
Tudor prisoners were 
brought through when 
they arrived at the tower. 
We also met Yeomen 
Warders and even got the 
see the Crown Jewels.

In their literacy lessons, 
the children have 
enjoyed reading Private 
Peaceful during guided 
reading lessons. They 
have created a range 
of different pieces 
of writing based on 
this text, including a 
playscript, diary entry 
and newspaper article. 

The children have used 
varying levels of formality 
in their writing and 
have also used speech 
punctuation to convey 
different characters 
within the text. We 
are learning the use 
of parenthesis to add 
additional information 
by using brackets, dashes 
and commas. 

This term in maths the 
children have learnt 
about place value, the 
four operations and 
fractions. Cowell class 
have become much 
more confident in 
solving different fraction 
problems which include 
multiplying and dividing 
fractions, including 
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mixed numbers. It has been 
excellent to see how many 
children have been enjoying 
using Maths Whizz at school 
and at home. This is a 
valuable tool in supporting 
the children with their 
preparation for the SATs 
assessments.

We felt very lucky to have 
had the comic book artist 
Kev F. Sutherland, who 
has drawn comic art for 
The Beano, Marvel Comics 
and Dr Who Magazine 
come and work with our 
class. We created our 
own comic books and also 
had caricatures drawn of 
ourselves.



Year 6 have made a 
tremendous start in the Inspire 
Suite and should feel very 
proud of themselves.

Our work this term has covered 
a variety of topics – while 
keeping a focus on World 
Leaders, particularly British 
Monarchs. Our trip to the 
Tower of London bought history 
to life for us and immersed us 
fully in this topic. 

Through our Literacy lessons, 
we have explored the stories 
of ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar 
(which involved us digging 

our own holes in the school 
field to find treasure), as well 
as ‘Private Peaceful’. Tying 
in to remembrance day and  
exploring the theme of soldiers 
sent to war, ‘Private Peaceful’ 
has inspired some wonderful 
pieces of writing.

In Maths, we have been 
securing our number 
knowledge before applying 
this addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division 
problems. We then calculated 
questions involving fractions 
and these four operations. 
All children have put in a 
tremendous amount of effort 
during Maths lessons and have 
been enjoying activities such as 
‘QR Code Hunts’ and creating 
their own virtual shops to apply 
their maths skills!

In Science, we have been 
studying electricity. It has been 
lots of fun creating our own 

circuits and learning how 
electricity works, particularly 
having the chance to alter 
and improve a number of 
circuits – a class of mini 
electricians in the making!

During PE lessons, children 
have participated well in tag 
rugby – some children even 
represented the school in a 
local competition. Swimming 
lessons have also been 
enjoyed through the second 
half of the term.

All of the children’s efforts 
with homework, punctuality 
and attendance are very 
much appreciated and 2020 
should be an excellent year 
for us.

Follow our twitter account 
@InspireSuite to stay up to 
date with all of our learning!
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What an exciting and challenging term 
we have enjoyed in the Spark Lab. Year 3 
have taken the first steps on their Spark 
Lab coding journey by helping Osmo’s 
Awbie to find and eat strawberries; 
developing analytical approach, 
computational thinking, algorithm writing 
and debugging skills along the way.

Year 4 have learnt to apply retrograde 
analysis when problem solving, working 
backwards from a desired outcome to 
ascertain and overcome the steps and 
challenges necessary to succeed. They 
have discovered and learnt how to apply 
the scientific principles of constants 
and variables, in addition to completing 
a real world implementation of 
mathematical range; all to allow them to 
play a game of basketball with a robot. 

We even finished the term by playing 
a 4v4 game of Rocket League inspired 
Robot Football!

Year 5 have used the robots to write 
different words with movement; 
creating a ‘function alphabet’. 
Deliberately given insufficient time to 
complete the task of coding 26 letters, 
they had to come up with a way to work 
around the rules of the game in order to 
be successful. We have also completed 
a Robot Bowling Challenge, which 
encourages divergent thinking. By taking 
part in these challenges, pupils improved 
their critical, computational, divergent 
and convergent thinking skills, problem 
solving, communication, collaboration 
and organisational skills. 



The children have been 
given a wonderful 
opportunity this year to 
spend time learning about 
a very special visitor called 
Solo. Solo is a Shetland 
pony from Berry Fields 
Equine Stables, who run a
programme for schools 
that brings learning to 
life, hands on experience, 
teaches responsibility and
respect, boosts self-esteem 
and motivation and has 
many positives. It is a way 
of helping children
achieve their goals through 
interaction with horses.

The children have had 
two sessions with Solo the 
pony now, they have loved 
having Solo in school,
the first session involved 

meeting solo and learning 
all about horse safety 
awareness and rules, they
groomed Solo and learnt 
the names of the different 
brushes and equipment, 
they also learnt the
names of parts of the 
equine body. In the second 
session they groomed Solo 
and gained husbandry
skills, they completed an 
agility course negotiating 
obstacles with support and 
dual led Solo.

The children have also 
taken part in a science 
experiment to help Solo 
the pony choose the most
absorbent bedding for 
his stable, they put wood 
pellets, straw, newspaper 
and wood shavings into

water and found the wood 
pellets was the most 
absorbent material.

At the beginning of the 
month we visited the 
Berryfields Equine stable 
and met all the other 
animals including the 
donkeys, Betsy and Buddy. 
The farrier was there on 
the day and taught us the 
name of all the farrier’s 
tools and we were able to 
watch him in action. He 
very kindly gifted us each a
horseshoe and explained 
the correct way to hang a 
horseshoe, as it is meant to 
be lucky.

We have had a wonderful 
time this term with Solo 
and look forward to more 
sessions.

HJS MAGAZINE





Wow, Forest School has 
been busy this term! The 
weather is now colder and 
the trees have lost all their 
colourful leaves. These 
natural resources can be 
used to make crafts and to
learn about the changing 
seasons. We studied the 
fallen leaves and learnt the 
names of the trees they 
had come from.

We have taken 
responsibility for looking 
after our Forest School area 
by looking after nature, 
we now have a bird bath, 
hedgehog house, bug hotel 
and lots of bird boxes, we
have been learning about 
the birds, their names and 
their colourful patterns, 
some of us also decided 
to make our very own bird 
feeders using pine cones 
and peanut butter.

In October the Forest 

School children enjoyed 
a trip to the Ark Wildlife 
Park where we made our 
very own bug hotel, using 
natural materials that we 
had collected before the 
trip. The bug hotel looked 
very smart and I’m sure it is 
fully occupied by now.

We have made dens and 
shelters to help us in the 
colder months and learnt 
to tie some new knots like 
the timber hitch, they are 
very strong and our dens 
are a good shelter when it’s
raining.

The woodland trust gifted 
us some trees; wild cherry, 
rowan and silver birch 
which we have planted 
around our Forest School 
area and we are all looking 
forward to seeing them 
grow.

Some other activities we 

have done this term are 
bug hunting, creating with 
natural resources like clay, 
making rain gauges, team 
games, identifying nature 
and lots more.

This week we made 
Christmas decorations 
from natural resources, 
we used wooden discs to 
make hanging Christmas 
decorations which we 
decorated, we used twigs 
to make triangle and star 
decorations and used pine 
cones to make Rudolph. 

We also decorated our 
Forest School advent 
calendar which we will 
use to count down to 
Christmas.

We have had a wonderful 
time in Forest School and 
look forward to many more 
busy days in the New Year.
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